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the legislature and the regents what the universities have been doing to protect and 
promote free speech.   
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The statute also requires the universities to provide an allocation of student activities fees 
that are used to support and facilitate “the expression and activities of students or student 
organizations”.  There are not very many (if any) student fees that are directly allocated to 
speech 
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particularly offensive speech.  The legislature is encouraging the universities to always 
remain neutral and not have an official position. It is a challenge for universities that are 
very conscious of the effect of words on members of their communities, so I believe this is 
an ongoing conversation and an important one. 
 
The report is anticipated to be distributed to the committee by August 8 or August 9.  
Nancy reminded the committee that they are subject to the open meeting law.  The report 
will be sent in a way that members can respond to her only and not to other members of 
the committee.  Nancy cautioned that we cannot have a quorum of the committee emailing 
about committee business.   
 
Chair Arnold asked that the committee send comments or questions to Nancy Tribbensee.  
Nancy is the key staff contact for this committee. 
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