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Board Adopts COVID-19 Response Planning Principles  
 

(Phoenix, Ariz.) – Today, the Arizona Board of Regents adopted COVID-19 response planning principles 
to provide a blueprint for universities to follow in the months ahead, focusing on the health and safety 
of students, employees and members of university communities.  

“In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the board and universities are committed to managing through 
the challenges presented by the virus,” said ABOR Chair Larry E. Penley. “The principles adopted today 
focus on minimizing health risks for students and members of the university communities as well as 
maintaining academic excellence and the student experience. The principles are derived from guidelines 
developed by the Centers for Disease Control and represent what is needed in Arizona at this time to 
make our university campuses as safe as possible.” 

University COVID-19 planning efforts should meet the following criteria:  

• Promote the health and safety of students, faculty, and staff;  
• Address the continuity of courses of study and other essential operations;  
• Provide timely communications with key constituencies, on- and off-campus;  
• Address special considerations such as clinical programs, research programs, health and 

counseling services, student basic needs, meal plans and residential housing;  
• Address implications for student services and intercollegiate athletics; and  
• Evaluate and address the short- and long-term financial implications.  

 
Universities practices to address the pandemic will follow applicable law, including executive orders. The 
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