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Bachelor’s Degrees Continue to Increase, Including in Key STEM Fields

Arizona’s public universities awarded 36,619 undergraduate degrees in academic year 

2023, a 0.5 percent increase over 2022. Bachelor’s degrees awarded at the universities 

have increased steadily for decades, more than doubling over the last 20 years with 

a compound annual growth rate of 3.9 percent. The slower growth in completions 

for this class of 2023, and for the class of 2022, is due in part to the impact of the 

COVID pandemic on their respective �rst or second years of study as well as slowing 

enrollment growth rates for on-campus students.

Across all STEM �elds, bachelor’s degrees awarded in 2023 include 6,812 at ASU, 1,085 

at NAU and 3,012 at UArizona. These represent respective changes since 2019 of +40 

percent, -12 percent, and +19 percent.

Business �elds are consistently the top major among all bachelor’s degree 

subjects, and the overall total of these degrees is increasing year-over-year. In 2023, 

undergraduate business degrees awarded at the universities were 4,667 at ASU, 779 at 

NAU, and 1,312 at UArizona.

Two closely related �elds represent the next largest group of bachelor’s degrees 

awarded – health professions and biological/biomedical sciences. Among health 

professions in 2023, ASU awarded 2,116 bachelor’s degrees, NAU awarded 764, and 

UArizona awarded 705. The universities conferred the following bachelor’s degrees in 

the biosciences: 1,845 at ASU, 455 at NAU, and 801 at UArizona.

The number of bachelor’s degrees awarded in engineering declined in recent years 

overall, with 2023 totals of 1,682 at ASU (-8 percent since 2019), 215 at NAU (-44 percent 

since 2019) and 524 at UArizona (-15 percent since 2019).

Bachelor’s degrees awarded in education increased overall in 2023 but were mixed 

among the three universities with 863 at ASU, 477 at NAU and 256 at UArizona. The 

respective changes since 2019 were +36 percent, -18 percent, and -18 percent.
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Additional popular majors for bachelor’s degrees are psychology, communication/

journalism, social sciences, and computer/information sciences.

While on-campus bachelor’s degrees awarded in academic year 2023 were 

approximately �at overall since the prior year, the share of online bachelor’s degrees 

awarded is increasing overall. In 2023 that share was 36 percent at ASU, 18 percent at 

NAU and 10 percent at UArizona. Online programs at UAGC, which recently became 

part of UArizona, are not re�ected here and will be included in a future report.

Graduate Degrees are Increasing in Several Key Fields 

Arizona’s public universities conferred 17,432 graduate degrees in academic year 2023, 

setting a record for the number of master’s and doctoral degrees awarded. At 12.1 

percent over 2022, this is also the largest single-year increase in many years.

The universities awarded 15,236 master’s degrees, a 14.0 percent increase from 2022, 

with the greatest numbers in education, computer/information sciences, business, 

engineering, public administration, psychology, and health professions. Master’s 

degrees in computer/information sciences saw the largest increase from 437 in 2022 to 

1,932 in 2023, a 342 percent increase.

The universities also conferred 2,196 doctoral degrees, a 0.8 percent increase over 2022, 

with the most degrees earned in health professions, legal professions, engineering, 

education, and physical sciences �elds. The largest year-to-year changes in doctoral 

degrees awarded were a 10 percent increase to 705 in the health professions and a 13 

percent decrease to 358 in the legal professions.
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Key Points 

• Ar izona’s public universities are increasing the overall number of degrees
conferred across all types of degrees – bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral –
awarding 54,041 degrees in academic year 2023, a 4 percent increase from the
previous year.

• Bachelor’s degrees over time are increasing at Arizona’s public universities,
growing by almost half (46.7 percent) in the last decade from 2013 to 2023.

• Al though bachelor’s degrees awarded to Arizona residents are down 3.8 percent
from their peak in 2019, recent completions are still substantially above levels a
decade ago with a 13.1 percent rise from 2013 to 2023.

• Students f rom historically disadvantaged populations are earning more
bachelor’s degrees with numbers up over 20 percent since 2019.

• Busin ess �elds continue to lead all other degree �elds in academic year 2023.

• Bachelor’s degrees awarded in key STEM �elds continue to signi�cantly
increase, although engineering has seen a decline over the past �ve years.

• Bachelor’s degrees in crucial health �elds grew substantially, increasing 35
percent since 2019.

• The percentage of bachelor’s degrees that are awarded to online students

continues to increase overall across the three universities.
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